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Until September 30, 2012, 
the Hangaram Museum at the 
Seoul Arts Center is showcas-
ing masterpieces from one of 
the world’s largest museums, 
the Louvre. In this exhibition, 
myths and legends of Greek 
mythology are illustrated in a 
collection of exquisite paintings, sculptures, and vases.

The gateway into the world begins with the chaos and birth of 
Olympos, where ancient myths and legends come to life. Displayed 
at the forefront of the exhibition is an impressively large Greek vase 
dating back 410-400 BC, emblazoned with images depicting the 
ferocious war between the Olympic gods and the giants.

Various Olympic gods and goddesses are introduced in the next 
area of exhibition. Their roles, personalities, and symbols are high-
lighted through the area’s artworks. A bronze statue of Artemis of 
Versailles carrying arrows and holding a deer by her side empha-
sizes her role as the goddess of the hunt. In another sculpture, the 
popular figure of Zeus appears as an eagle, spreading his wings to 
protect his daughter Hebe. An intricate bronze statue of Hermes, 
the messenger of Zeus, sees the god donning his cape and winged 
shoes. Nicolas Bertin’s famous painting of Phaethon on Apollo’s 
chariot portrays his reckless personality, marking him a symbol of 
all who aspire to that which lies beyond their capabilities.

The third and largest section of the exhibit revolves around the 
themes of love, metamorphosis, and abduction. Jean-Antoine Wat-
teau’s elegant and romantic French painting of “Nymph and Satyr” 
is a must see. In this highly valued rococo-style painting, the 
French master uses excellent skills of expression and artistic quali-
ties to transform Zeus into a savage beast who lustfully gazes at 
a beautiful sleeping nymph. In addition to paintings revealing the 
love story of Eros and Psyche, Antonio Canova’s beautiful marble 

sculpture of the legendary couple 
expresses their deep connection. 
The serene facial expressions and 
relaxed embrace of the two lovers 
symbolize the depth of their love.

T he  fou r t h  s e c t ion  of  t he 
exhibition focuses on heroes in 
the ancient myths and stories of 
the Trojan War. With his famous 
painting of Daphne and Chloe, 
French painter Francois Pascal 
Simon Gerard tells the tale of 
overcoming the hardships and 
obstacles that hinder their passion. 
In another work, Neoclassicism 
master Jacques-Louis David il-
lustrates the rivalry between Ares 
and Athena with his painting of a 
battle during the Trojan War.

The exhibition f inishes with 
myths and legends of heroes who 

bravely rescue damsels in 
distress. Joachim Wtewael’s 
painting portrays Perseus 
saving Andromeda from the 
deadly sea monster Cetus. 
The same theme is painted in 
Charles-André van Loo’s “St. 
George and the Dragon.”

The atmosphere of the 
e x h i b i t i o n  a t t e m p t s  t o 
rec rea te  t he  feel  of  t he 
Louvre while displaying 
one-tenth of the museum’s 
col lect ion. The cei l ings 
a re covered with copies 

of paintings, and the entrance of the exhibit is an facade of the 
Louvre itself. Rental of an English audio guide for W3,000 
is highly recommended. There are no descriptions of the art-
works written in English. Ticket prices range from W5,000 - 
W12,000. Hours: 11 am - 8 pm. For more information please visit  
www.sac.or.kr/eng or call 02-325-1077, 1078. 
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Speaking through Pictures

Through September 2nd   Sejong Center Art Hall is hosting Ko-
rea’s largest-ever photo exhibition of the works of Henri Cartier-
Bresson, entitled “De Qui S’agit-il?” Henri Cartier-Bresson was 
a renowned French photographer and is considered the father of 
modern photojournalism. Through his exceptional photos, one 
can follow the history and politics of France as well as changes 
in its society. The exhibit will include 265 of Bresson’s influen-
tial photos as well as 125 documents and objects related to his 
life and development as a photojournalist. Sejong Center, Ex-
hibition Hall 1 near Gwanghwamun Stn. (line 5, ex. 8). 11 am 
– 8:30 pm. Adults W12,000, teens W8,000, children W7,000. 
hcbkorea.com 02-735-4237
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Design & Fashion

Ongoing
Free Market and Hope Market
On weekend afternoons, stop by the 
playground at Hongdae for some 
fashionable finds. The Free Market, held 
every Saturday, focuses on fashion 
accessories, while the Hope Market on 
Sundays offers more in the way of arts 
and crafts. Located close to Hongik 
Univ. Stn. (line 2) and Sangsu Stn. (line 
6). 1 - 6 pm. cafe.daum.net/artmarket 
cafe.daum.net/hopemarket

Through September 23rd

Scandinavian Furniture Exhibit
Finn Juhl, a Danish furniture designer, 
made his mark when Danish furniture 
began to gain global attention. See not 
only his most exemplary designs, but 
also works by other renowned 
Scandinavian furniture designers of the 
same period. Daelim Museum near 
Gyeongbokgung Stn. (line 3, ex. 3). Tue 
- Sun 10 am - 6 pm. W2,000 - W5,000. 
daelimmuseum.org 02-720-0667 

Art

Ongoing
Eric Carle Drawings Exhibition
The secret of the appeal of Eric Carle’s 
illustrated books (his most famous work 
is The Very Hungry Caterpillar) is his 
understanding and love of children. 

Come enjoy the works of this celebrated 
artist and author. Yoondang Art Hall in 
Shinsa-dong, near Apgujeong Stn. (line 
3, ex. 2). Tue - Fri 10 am - 6pm, Sat & 
Sun 10 am - 7 pm. Adults W10,000, 
children W13,000 (includes workbook). 
ydart.co.kr 1577-2046 

Henri Cartier-Bresson - De Qui 
S’agit-il? Henri Cartier-Bresson was a 
renowned French photographer 
considered to be the father of modern 
photojournalism. This exhibition includes 
265 of his works. Art Museum, Sejong 
Art Center near Gwanghwamun Stn. (line 
5, ex. 8). 11 am - 8:30 pm. Adults 
W12,000, teens W8,000, children 
W7,000. hcbkorea.com 02-735-4237

Marc Riboud Photography 
Exhibition Marc Riboud is well-known 
for his career in adventurous 
photography. The exhibit will showcase 
many of his popular shots including “The 
Eiffel Tower Painter,” a photograph 
Riboud took from the top of the Eiffel 
Tower without wearing any safety gear. 
Hangaram Design Museum, Seoul Arts 
Center. 11 am - 8 pm. W6,000 - 
W12,000. sac.or.kr 02-532-4407

Through July 1st
Asia: Tales in the Trees Features 
various Asian woodwork donated by 
Ganeko Gazusike. National Museum of 
Korea near Ichon Stn. (line 4, ex. 2). Tue, 
Wed, Fri 9 am – 6 pm, Sat 9 am – 8 pm, 
Sun 9 am – 7 pm. museum.go.kr 
02-2077-9552

Through July 7th
Leandro Erlich: Inexistence 
Inexistence marks Erlich’s first solo 
exhibition in Korea. The artist transforms 
our perceptions of familiar spaces using 
such tools as mirrors, video clips and 
scenographic installations. Songeun 
Artspace near Cheongdam Stn. (line 7, 
ex. 11). Mon - Sat 11 am - 7 pm. Free. 
songeunartspace.org 02-3448-0100 

July 18th - 22nd
The 16th Seoul International Cartoon 
& Animation Festival (SICAF 2012)
SICAF is Korea’s biggest comic book 
and animation festival. Check out the 
fresh talents of up-and-coming 
cartoonists as well as renowned 
masterpieces of international and 

Art


