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An exhibit of impressive photographs depicting the theme of 
silence is presently running until October 2012 at the National 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Korea. Through their works, 
various talented photographers illustrate their unique perspec-
tives on and interpretations of silence. The exhibit is clearly 
displayed to explore the concept of silence through the context 
of desolate landscapes, unoccupied rooms and areas conveying 
space due to the absence of people, lack of communication 
amongst individuals and groups and death as eternal silence.

The collection includes both colored and black and white 
photographs of soundless landscapes. There are images of 
rocks, trees, mountains, fog, snow, sky, and water. These con-
templative photographs of nature arouse a feeling of stillness 
and peace, unlike the cacophonous noise of busy city life.

The next section of the exhibit highlights the empty space in 
rooms and areas that are normally teeming with crowds or built 
for human occupation. Through photographs of a wedding hall 
filled with chairs, an empty public library, an unused stairwell 
and an abandoned amusement park, the lack of bustling activity 
creates an eerie apocalyptic sensation of silence.

If the still landscapes and desolate areas do not provoke a 
feeling of silence, the photographs depicting the absence of 
communication definitely will. The photographers do a stun-
ning job of illustrating the awkward silence that invades a room 
where couples and families are not communicating. Silence 
aroused by indifference, dispute, discomfort, or resentment is 
further revealed through an isolated crowd or an alienated class 
of people.

Lastly, the phenomenon of death is represented as eternal si-
lence in this exhibit. The photographers use photographs that 
are symbolic of death to arouse a silence that is associated with 
the experience of painful separation.

To escape from the chaotic ruckus of everyday life, head to 
this exhibition to experience tranquility through these images 
of silence. The exhibit is located in Gallery 6 and admission is 
free. The hours of operation are Tue - Fri 10 am – 6 pm and Sat 
- Sun 10 am – 9 pm. Travel to Seoul Grand Park Station (line 4) 
and take a free shuttle bus outside exit 4. For more information, 
please visit moca.go.kr or call 02-2188-6114. 
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